
BCMS Brag Board 

December 2016 

 

Service Learning 

 

This year the eighth grade students at BCMS helped the Emmanuel Cancer 

Foundation. The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation provides free services for 

pediatric cancer patients and their families in New Jersey. It is a non-

profit organization that dedicates itself to supplying both the patients 

and their families with in-home services, material assistance, and 

emotional support. Currently the foundation is assisting seventy-five 

families with children that are suffering with pediatric cancer. The 

children range from infants up to eighteen year old. More specifically, the 

teen population was in need of material items.  

   

A committee of 8th grade students volunteered to organize the project 

with Mrs. Cardona. They created persuasive advertisements, charismatic 

announcements, an informative YouTube commercial that was shown 

during all lunch periods, and reached out our local community businesses 

to gather these items and raise awareness. Students used their research 

skills to investigate what type of materials, items, or supplies that would 

be most beneficial for teens their age. The project culminated with a 

student run activity on Wednesday, November 23rd. All 8th graders 

organized baskets of items, gifts, and supplies accompanied with 



personally written encouraging letters and poems for the teens and their 

families to show their support. 

 

During this service project, students 

focused on key educational standards 

that were reinforced to foster skills 

that are needed to effectively make 

a difference.  These include the 21st 

Century Career and Readiness 

standards and Speaking and Listening 

ELA standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Club 

 

The Science Club is now in full swing and we're already learning and doing 

so much! We've been learning about the scientific method and 

experimental design, the placebo effect, and energy. All the members 

have finalized or gotten close to finalizing their ideas for their first 

experiment, and have started building their paper towel tube roller 

coaster as they learn about energy and motion and apply the concepts to 

get a marble from the starting point, up a hill, through a loop, and into a 

landing zone at the end. 

 

 

 



 

Immaculata Scholastica 

Congratulations to the six BCMS students who represented our school in 

the second Immaculata Scholastica, a quiz bowl contest for area middle 

school students on Wednesday, November 30. 

 

 

 

 

Teams answered 10 questions in alternating rounds against the opposing 

team with a maximum of 10 seconds for any single question. Our team 

won 4 of their 6 rounds, with their only losses to the team that placed 

second overall. They also won all 6 coin tosses (!!) and had a great time 

doing it! 

 

 

 



 
Scholastic Book Fair Bookaneer 

 

Last month, the Scholastic Book Fair came to BCMS with the help of the 

PTO. This year, the theme was Bookaneer where students were asked to 

create “Book Hooks” suggesting books to their peers. These “Book Hooks” 

were used as ballots to turn one teacher into a pirate for a day. On 

Tuesday, Captain Martin set sail with his class, reviewing storyboards to 

help plan their narratives to the ambient sounds of gulls, waves, and the 

creaking of a ship. The crews were rewarded with buried treasure and a 

lesson on pirates both fictional and real, modern and ancient. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Branchburg Central Middle School named RB its top youth volunteer of 

the year.  The honor was granted as part of the Prudential Spirit of 

Community Awards, a nationwide youth volunteer recognition program 

sponsored by Prudential Financial in partnership with the National 

Association of Secondary School Principals.   

By selecting him as its top youth volunteer, Branchburg Central Middle 

School has advanced his application for state-level judging in the 2017 

Prudential Spirit Awards program.  Prudential will announce New Jersey's 

top youth volunteer of the year on February 7, 2017.    We are all very 

proud of him and his work as a volunteer Tae Kwon Do instructor.  

Included in the picture is Matthew Barbosa (principal) and Donna 

Cardamone (6th grade Guidance Counselor)  

 



8
th

 Grade Peer Leaders, Some Alumni Buddies & A 6
th

 Grader 

 

 

    
 

Five fearless 8th grade peer leaders, along with four alumni buddies and 

one very brave 6th grader, reflected on their experiences in leadership as 

they presented to the Board of Education and a packed house this past 

Wednesday night. These students spoke honestly, respectfully and from 

their hearts about their experiences in leadership and its impact.  Each 

month our 8th grade peer leadership students volunteer their time and 

energy to support our 6th graders as they continue to transition to middle 

school life.  Board members commented openly on how all of the 

students in all of our leadership programs, Peer Leadership, Culture Club 

& Student Council, show promise and hope for the future. 

 

   
 



Super Teacher of the Month 
 

Our super teacher of the month is Justin Rogoff! 

He teaches. What's your superpower? #bravobburg @MrRogoffBCMS 

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the 64 advanced math students in grades 6, 7, and 8 

who participated in the American Mathematics Competition (AMC8) exam 

on Tuesday, November 15th! 

The AMC 8 is a national, 25-question, 40-minute, multiple choice 

examination in middle school mathematics designed to promote the 

development of problem-solving skills. The AMC 8 provides an opportunity 

for middle school students to develop positive attitudes towards 

analytical thinking and mathematics that can assist in future careers. 

Students apply classroom learned skills to unique problem-solving 

challenges in a low-stress and friendly environment. 

Official scores will be released in early to mid-December. Read more 

about the AMC8 here. 

http://www.maa.org/math-competitions/amc-8


Mrs. Fredericks’ 6th Grade French Class 
 

 

A new group of 6th graders began French on Monday, so Mrs. Fredericks 

made each student a post-it note to label each person's desk, so they 

would feel welcome the first day.  When the 8th graders saw the notes 

during homeroom, they began writing notes to the beginners, giving them 

encouragement and telling them that French is fun.  It was a hit, and now 

the 6th graders come to class looking for new messages!  

 

It's fun to see the connection between the younger and older students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

The BCMS Verizon App Challenge team submitted their app entry on 

November 18 to the national contest. The team of David Frankel, Mark 

Bigsby, Matthew Buttgereit, Brendan Lanka, Jaden Russo, Alex Scholp, 

and Derek Yang, created an original app idea and video for 123 Motivate, 

which they hope will solve the problem of depression among teens by 

sending a positive message to their mobile device.  

 

The app challenge, part of Verizon Innovative Learning, is a nationwide 

contest in which middle and high school students are challenged to 

develop concepts for mobile apps that solve a problem in their 

community. It’s a unique, hands-on activity that teaches collaboration, 

critical thinking, problem solving, and entrepreneurship, as well as STEM 

(science, technology, engineering, and math) skills and coding. It builds 

on students’ excitement about technology and aims to equip them with 

skills they need to succeed in the jobs of the future. 

 

Read more about the Verizon App Challenge here! 

 

Best in State winners will be announced January 9, 2017. Good Luck 

TEAM! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://appchallenge.tsaweb.org/


 
Civics education website I-Civics, started by Supreme Court Justice 

Sandra Day O'Connor, gave our Social Studies classes two shout-outs for 

participating in their election game 'Win the White House.'  Very nice and 

funny feedback.  See links below: 

 

https://twitter.com/icivics/status/793571103700508672 

https://twitter.com/icivics/status/793569432769400835 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/icivics/status/793571103700508672
https://twitter.com/icivics/status/793569432769400835


Pathfinders Astronomy Unit 
 

 

It is the beginning of November. What are your plans for the upcoming 

holidays?  Maybe you plan to go to Australia? If so, what is the weather 

there? Why some places on Earth are cold and some warm? To answer 

these questions, Pathfinders investigated how the angle of the light 

affects the temperature of the surface as a part of the Astronomy unit. 

This lab helps them to understand how the temperature on the surface of 

the Earth is affected by the angle of the sunlight and how this lab relates 

to seasons on earth.  While doing the lab, students focused on handling of 

laboratory equipment, making careful observations, measuring the 

temperature, and recording data. After the lab, each group made 

conclusions and communicated their results to the entire class. 

Pathfinders discovered that the high sunlight angle causes high 

temperature. So, if you plan to do visit Australia, now is the best time to 

go. In Australia, days are getting longer now and the high sunlight makes 

the temperature warm. 

 
 



Mrs. Heaney’s Science Class 
 

For the past few weeks in Mrs. Heaney's science class, students have been 

learning the main organelles in plant and animal cells. Students then 

created 3-D cell projects where they made models demonstrating all the 

organelles and organized a presentation to explain the functions of the 

cell parts.  The projects were presented in class this week and look 

amazing!  Great job all! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 


